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ALBEK DUO – SOUTH OF THE ALPS Ambra Albek (vn); Fiona Albek (pn)  Eroica JDT3450 (75:14)

FALLASuite Populaire Espagnole. LUCCHETTI Fantasy on Themes from Tosca. TURINA Sonata No. 1 in D, op. 51;El Poema de una Saluqueňa, op. 28: La Canción del Lunar; Alucinaciones. ALBÉNIZHojas de Album, op. 165: Malagueña; Canción Catalán; Tango. POULENCViolin Sonata
            
               These sisters—twins—seem identical in talent as well. They live in Switzerland at the southern end of the Alps, and here they look to Italy, Spain, and France, places that have produced some of their favorite music. This program is well put together, blends well from piece to piece yet also offers nice contrasts in style and the requisite understanding of the composers to properly perform them. None of this music will be a mystery to most seasoned collectors; only the Tosca fantasy, receiving its world premiere recording here and written especially for the duo, will be unfamiliar, and interesting, as there are very few such fantasies on this particular opera, and it has some unusual effects in place.

                Ambra has a thick and highly seasoned vibrato that works well in the richer passages in the Spanish pieces while morphing into a much lighter mode when called for when the sun breaks out in the other works. Fiona is an adept accompanist, matching her sister all the way and proving an equal and valuable asset to the pair. If the program is stimulating to you, the performances leave nothing to be desired. Steven E. Ritter
 
