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With each new release of the music of William Perry, I become more convinced that he is 
one of the great melodists of our time, on a par with Jerome Kern or Richard Rodgers in the 
modern popular field, or Johann Strauss II and even Puccini in an earlier age. Wonderful 
melody simply seems to flow from his pen, or perhaps nowadays I should say computer if 
he uses one. Listen to the haunting Berliner Lied (with viola solo) or the sweeping Wiener 
Wein Waltz from the "Gemini Concerto" on this disc; the boisterous Dance Overture and the 
ruminative Angelus in "Six Title Themes." Or any and all of the music from "The Beloved 
Rogue" and "The Gold Rush". He is blessed, too, on this CD with wonderful performers: the 
Albek Duo whose "South of the Alps" CD is a favorite of mine, the glittering Michael Chertock 
as solo pianist in the Silent Years piano rhapsodies, the fresh-voiced soprano Helen Kearns, 
and the crystal-clear playing of the RTE National Symphony of Ireland under Paul Phillips. This 
is very much a CD worth having and recommending to anyone for whom melody matters. 
 
